Safety Precautions and Best Practices

To create a safer workplace, NCDOT must adopt thorough fire safety precautions.
Here are some actionable steps:
1. Perform Regular Fire Risk Assessments

Conducting fire risk assessments helps identify potential hazards in the workplace. This
includes evaluating the layout, materials on-site, and the effectiveness of existing safety
measures. The Divisions should periodically reassess their risks, especially after any
significant changes in operations or staffing.

2. Maintain Clear Access to Exits

Exits must always remain unobstructed. Regularly inspect exit signs and emergency
lighting to ensure they are working properly.

3. Install and Maintain Fire Safety Equipment

Every workplace should be equipped with the necessary fire safety tools, including fire
extinguishers, smoke detectors, and sprinkler systems. Regular maintenance of this
equipment is essential. Fire extinguishers, for example, must be inspected annually and
recharged as necessary. A proactive approach can prevent equipment malfunctions
during an emergency.

4. Conduct Regular Training Sessions

Training employees on fire safety protocols is vital. This includes evacuation routes, the
use of fire extinguishers, and what to do in case of a fire. Mock drills should be
conducted at least twice a year to ensure everyone is familiar with the procedures.

5. Establish a Fire Safety Plan

Every Division should develop a comprehensive fire safety plan. This plan should outline
procedures for reporting a fire, evacuation routes, and roles for designated employees.
Regular updates to the plan are necessary to reflect any changes in the workplace
environment.
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